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“The Geodetic Survey of Australia is one of the outstanding scientific
achievements of the post Second World War period. It was made
possible by the foresight, technical competence and physical effort of
many government and private surveyors and the use of modern precise
theodolites, electromagnetic distance measurement equipment,
automatic levels, electronic computers and helicopters.

The paper discusses implications of the actual surface of the earth, the
geoid, and the spheroid; it describes the Australian Geodetic Datum,
the Australian Map Grid and the Australian Height Datum; it outlines
contemporary work on she definition of the geoid in Australia and the
application of satellite geodesy to the measurement of two long base
lines between Perth and Narrabri and between Thursday Island and
Narrabri for the worldwide Pageos Satellite Triangulation; it discusses
the measurement of high precision traverses with Model 8 Laser
Geodimeters and MRA 4 Tellurometers, and it introduces the Geodetic
Model of Australia.

This paper is the latest in a series by various officers of the Division of
National Mapping. Each has made a valuable contribution by
presenting an up to date statement of the remarkable progress of the
Australian Geodetic Survey and by detailing the continuing
development of methods, instrumentation and results. Geodesy in
Australia, 1956-72 is a valuable reference for all surveyors and survey
students”.

Brian Thomas Murphy (1927-1983), University of Melbourne, Faculty of
Engineering. Department of Surveying.


