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An A8 for providing a public Reward
for fuch Perfon or Perfons as [fball dif-
cover the Longttude at [ea.

' W HEREAS it is well known by all that are
a acquainted with the art of navigation, that
nothing is fo much wanted and defired at fea, as the
difcovery of the longitude, for the [afety and quick-
nefs of woyages, the prefervation of fhips, and the
fives of men ; and whereas in the judgment .of able
mathematicians and navigators, [everal methods bave
already been difcovered, true in theory, though wvery
difficult in praéltice, fome of which (there is reafon to
expelt) may be capable of improvement, fome already
difcovered may be propofed to the public, and others
may be invented hereafter 3 and whbereas fuch a dif-
covery would be of particular advantage to the trade
of Great-Britain, -and wery much for the honour of
this kingdom 5 but befides the great difficulty of the
zhing itfelf, partly for the want of fome public re-
ward to e fettled as an encouragement for fo ufeful
and beneficial a work, and partly for want of money
for trials and experiments receflary thereunto, no fuch
inventions or propofals bitherto made, bave been brought
to perfettion ; be 1t therefore enaéted by the

%geen’s moft excellent Majefty, by and with the
ro- advice and confent of the Lord)s; fpiritual and tem-

poral,

for
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poral, and Commons in parliamenit aflembled,
and-by the authority of the fame, That the Lord
high admiral of Greaz-Britain, or the firft com-
miffioner of the admiralty, the {peaker of the
honourable houfe of Commons, the firft commui-
{fioner of the navy, the firft commiffioner of
trade, the admirals of the red, white, and blue
{quadrons, the mafter of the trinity-houle, the
prefident of the royal fociety, the royal aftrono-
mer of Greenwich, the Savilian, Lucafian, and
Plumian profeflors of the mathematicks in Oxford
and Cambridge, all for the time being ; the right
honourable Zhomas earl of Pembroke and Monigo-
mery, Philip lord bithop of Hereford, George lord
bithop of Briffol, Thomas lord Trevor, the honour-
able Sir Thomas Hanmer baronet, {peaker of the
honourable houfe of Commons, the honourable
Francis Robarts elquire, Fames Stanbope elquire,
William Clayton elquire, and William Lowndes
efquire, be conftituted, and they are hereby con-
ftiftuted commiffioners for the difcovery of the
longitude at fea; and for examining, trying, and
judging of all propofals, experiments and im-
provements relating to the fame: And that the
faid commiflioners, or any five or more of them,
have full power to hear and receive any propofal
or propofals that fhall be made to them for dif-
covering the faid longitude; and in cafe the {aid
commiflioners, or any five or more of them, fhall
be fo far fatisfied of the probability of any fuch
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whohal . ment thereof, they fhall certify the {ame, under
bill for 2000”. thejr hands and feals to the commiffioners of the

for making the : '

“P“i_“icgﬁ- navy for the time being, together with the perfons
LranL” names, who are the authors of fuch propofals;
€. 39 and upon producing fuch certificate, the faid com-
noremeront- miflioners ‘are¢ “hereby authorized and required to
mwe make out 2 bill or bills forany fuch fum or fums
2. of money not exceeding two thoufand pounds, as

o4t . thetfaid commiffioners for the difcovery of the faid
c. 11, longitude, or any five or more of them, fhall

think neceflary for making the experiments, pay-
ableibyi'the‘alfz‘a'furdr of f'tic navy ; which f'ull;l *)c;r
fums the treafurer of the navy is hereby required
to pay mmmediately to fuch perfon or perfons as
ihall be -appointed ? the commiflioners for the
difcovery of the faid ‘longitude, to'make’ thofe
experiments, out of any money that fhall be in
his hands, unapplied for the ufe of the navy.

The commil- *“JF;*And be ‘1t further enadted by the authority

fioners to de-

wmine bow_aforefaid, That after experiments made of ‘any
ul is pactica- propofal or propofals for the difcovery of ‘the faid
' longitude, the commiffioners appointed by this aét,
or the major part of them: thall declare and deter-
mine how far the fame 18 found praéticable; and to

what degree of exaétnéfs.: 0 oo o b
Rewadtothe - 111, And for a due and fufficient ‘encouragement to
- any [uch perfon or perfons as [hall difcover a prg{wer
method for finding the {/h'z'd longitude, be 1t enalted
by the authority aforefaid, That the firft author or
authors, difcoverer or difcoverers of any fuch me-
thod, his or their executors, adminiftrators, or af-
2 {igns,
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fions, fhall be intitled to, and have fuch reward

as herein after is mentioned ; that is to {ay, to are-
ward, or fum of ten thoufand pounds, 1if 1t deter-
mines the faid longitude to one degree of a great
circle, or fixty geographical miles; to fifteen
thoufand pounds, “if it determines the fame to
two thirds of that diftance ; and to twenty thou-
fand pounds, if it determines the fame to one
half of the fame diftance ; and that one moiety When wbe
oﬁalf-pm of ‘fuch reward or fum fhall be/'due”
and paid when the faid’ commiffioners, or'the
major part of them, do'agree thatany fuch method
extends to the fecurity of fhips within eighty geo-
oraphical miles of the fhores, which are places of
the greateft danger, iand the other moiety or half-
part, when a thip 'b{ the appomtment of the faid
commiflioners, or the major part of them, fhall
thereby altually {ail over the ocean, from Grears-
Britain, to any port in the e} Indies, as.thofe
commiflioners, or the major part of them  fhall
choofe or nominate for the experiment, without
lofing their longitude beyond the limits before
ment_ldﬂéd.-' . . | i OVIDIN 3 DS OV oI Lk  .

IV. And beit farther enaéted by the authority 2 mehod
aforefaid, ‘That as'foon as fuch method for thegrcico,
difcovery 'of 'the faid -longitude fhall have -been fones nal
triecd and found praéticable and ufeful at fea, commifioncs
within any of the degrees aforefaid, that the faid -
commiflioners, or the major part of them, fhall
certify the {fame accordingly, under their hands
and {ecals, to the commiflioners of the navy for

the
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the time being, together with the perfon or per-
{ons names who are the authors of {uch propofal ;

for payment and upon fuch certificate the faid commiflioners are

of the rewar

the treafurer

of the navy.

to be paid by hereb{ authorized and required to make out a bill
S

The commif-
fioners ma
allow a
reward for
any ufeful
propofal,

or bills for the refpetive fum or {ums of money,
to which the author or authors of {fuch propofal,
their executors, adminiftrators or afligns, fhall be
intitled by virtue of this aét; which fum or fums
the treafurer of the navy is hereby required to pa
to the faid author or authors, their executors, acl-
miniftrators or affigns, out of any money that fhall
be in his hands unapplied to the ufe of the navy,
acgt:ording to the true intent and meaning of this
alt.

V. And it is hereby further enaéted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That if any fuch propofal thall
not on trial be found of fo great ufe as aforemen-
tioned, yet if the fame on trial, in the judgment
of the faid commiflioners, or the major part of
them, be found of confiderable ufe to the public,
that then and in fuch cafe the faid author or au-
thors, their executors, adminiftrators or afligns,
fhall have and receive fuch lefs reward therefore as
the faid commiflioners, or the major part of them,
fhall think reafonable, to be paid by the treafurer

of the navy on fuch certificate as aforefaid.
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