Anno 26° Geo. II. Cap. 25.

An A to render more effetual an AT
made in the Teelfth Year of the Reign
of Her late Majefly Queen Anne, in-
tituled, An A& for providing a pub-
lic Reward for fuch Perfon or Per-
{ons as fhall dilcover the Longitude:
at Sea, with regard to the making Ex-
periments of Propofals made for difco-
vering the Longitude ; and. to enlarge the
Number of Commiffioners for putting in
Execution the [aid AEL. -

- HEREAS by an aft of parliament made

in the twelfth year of the reign of her late
Majefly Queen Anne, intituled, an a&k for providing
a public reward for fuch perfon or perfons as fhall
dilcover the longitudé at {ea, zhe cammg/z'oner: there-~
in and thereby named and conflituted, or any five or
more of them, have full power to bear and receive
any propofal or propofals that [hall be made to them
Jor difcovering the faid longitude ; and in cafe the faid
commilffionersy or any five or mare of them, [ball be [o
Jar fatisped of the probability of any fuch difecovery,
as to think it proper to make experiment thereof, they

Jhall certify the [ame, under their hands and feals, to
the
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the commiffioners of the navy for the time being, toge-
ther with the perfons names who are the authors of
Juch propofals 5 and upon producing fuch certificate,
the [aid commiffioners are thereby autbhorized and re-
quired to make out a bill or bills for any [uch [um or
Jums of money not exceeding two thoufand pounds, as
the [aid commiffioners for the difcovery of the [aid
longitude, or any five or more of them, [ball think
neceflary for making the experiments, payable by the
treafurer of the navy; which [um or [fums the trea-
Jurer of the navy is by the faid at required to pay im-
mediately to fuch perfon or perfons as [ball be appoint-
ed by the commiffioners for difcovery of the Jaid longi-
tude to make thofe experiments, out of any money that
Jhall be in bis bands unapplied for the ufe of the na-
vy : And whereas for a due and fufficient encourage-
ment to any fuch perfon or perfons as fhall difcover a
proper method for finding the [aid longitude, it is
likewife enalted by the [aid alt, That the firf} author
or autbors, difcoverer or difcoverers of any [uch me-
thod, bis or their executors adminiftrators or affigns,
fball be intitled to and have fuch reward as in the
Jaid alt is particularly mentioned : And whereas by
anotber act of parliament made in the fourteenth year 1+Co-1.
of the reign of bis prefent Majefly, intituled, An a&t
for furveying the chief ports and head lands on
the coafts of Great Britain and Ireland, and the
ilands and plantations thereto belonging, in order
to the more exaét determination of the longitude
~ and latitude thereof, reciting in part the faid alt
of parliament made in the twelfth year of the rez;g;
0
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qf ber faid late Majefly Queen Anne 3 and alfo re-

citing that it was abfolutely neceflary for making the
difcovery ufeful at fea, and for the fecurity of [bips
approaching near the [boars, that the chief ports and
“head lands on the coafts of Great Britain and Ireland,
and the iflands and plantations thereto belonging, _/l»aald
be firft Jurveyed, and the longitude and latitude of
Juch places determined more exallly than bad then been
doney and likewife reciting that Jome doubts had arifen,
whether by the words cy“ the [aid alt of parliament
made in the twelfth year of Queen Anne, the Jaid
Jum of two thoufand pounds appointed for making [uch
experiments, or any part thereof, could be aylted or
Juch furvey, or fixing the longitude or latitu uch
places; it was enalled 6_y the [aid alt made in the four-
teenth year of the reign of bis prefent Majefly, That
the _/.'azd commiffioners for difcovering the longitude, or
any five or more g, tbem, Jhould have full power to
“ap ply Juch part of the faid fum of two thoufand pounds,
mentioned in the faid firf} recited aft, as bad not then
been la:d out in experzment:, as tbe_y Jfhould think ne-
[ ry, for the making fuch [urvey, and determining
longitude and latitude of the chief ports and head
lands on the coaffs of Great Britain aﬂd Ireland,
and the iflands and plantations thereto belonging ; and
that [uch fum or fums, part of the [aid two thoufand
pounds, which the Jaid commiffioners, or any five or
more / them, [bould think neceflary, [bould be paid
immediately by the treafurer of the navy, to fuch per-
Jon or perfons as [bould be appointed by the [aid com-
wiffioners for the difcovery of the longitude to make

fuch
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Sfuch furvey and determine fuch longitude and lati-
tude, out of the money that [bowuld be in the hands of
fuch treafurer unapplied for the wufe of the navy.:
And whereas a competent number of the faid commif-
Sioners for the difcovery of the faid longitude, have (by
virtue of the powers vefled in them by the [aid at
made in the rwelfth year of the reign of Queen Anne)
beard and received [everal propofals made to them at
different times for difcovering the [aid longitude, and
were [o far [fatisfied of the probabilities of [uch difco-
veries, that they thought it proper to make experiments
thereof, and accordingly certified the fame from time to
time to the commiffioners of the navy for the time be-
ing, together with the name of mafler John Harrifon,
who was author of the [aid propofals ; whereupon bills
were made out for [everal [ums of maney; amounting
in the whole to one thoufand two bundred and fifty
pounds, all which refpetive fums were paid to the [aid
John Harrilon by the treafurer of. the navy, purfuant
to the direftions of the [aid laft-mentioned &t of pariia-
ament, as partsof the [aid two thoufand pounds therein
mentioned; which the faid commiffioners for difcovering
the [aid longitude thonght necellary for making the [aid
experiments : And whereas a like competent number of
the faid commiffioners for the difcovery of the jaid lon-
gitude did (by virtue and in purfuance of the powers
vefled in them by the [aid [everal above mentioned aéls
of parliament ) appoint mafler Wilham Whifton 7o
Jurvey and determine the longitude and latitude of the
- chief ports and head lands on the coafts of Great.Bri-
tain and Ireland, and the iflands and ,plam‘c/ztiom
| lpereto
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thereto belonging s and did azljb apply the further [ums

of five bundred pounds (other part of the faid [um

of two thoufand pounds mentioned in the Jaid alt made

17 the twelfth year Z the reign of Queen Anne) which
a

they thought necellary for the making [uch [urvey,
and determining the faid laft-mentioned longitude and

latitude, and which faid [um of frve hundred pounds
was paid to the faid Willlam Whifton accordingly by
the treafurer of the navy : And whereas by reajon Z/’
the [everal payments made by the treafurer of the
navy to the Jaid John Harrifon and William Whifton
refpeltrvely as aforefaid, amounting in the whole to oxe
thoufand [even bundred and fifty pounds, the [aid
commiffioners for difcovering the [aid longitude bhave
at prefent, by virtue of the [aid alls of parliament,
power only to apply the [um of two bundred and fifty
pounds, and no more (being the remainder of the Jaid
two thoufand pounds) towards making any further ex-
periments which they may think proper and necefjary
0 be made in order to difcover the [aid longitude: And
whereas from the experiments which bave already been
made in purfuance of the powers vefled in the faid
commiffioners as aforefaid, there is great reafon to ex-
pell, that by continuing to encourage ingenious perfons
to invent and make further improvements and experi-
ments in order to difcover the Jaid longitude, [uch dif-
coveries may at length be produced as will effectually
anfwer that end, and therefore contribute very much
to the advantage of the trade and bhonour of this king-
dom : Therefore, for enabling the [aid commiffioners
20 caufe fuch further experiments to be made as they

Jfhall
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all think proper for the purpofes aforefaid; be it
fna&ed bypdﬁ K{t'lg’s.‘ mgﬁ ,;){;ellé/;t hfdajeﬁ , by
and with: the advice and confent of the Lorci; {p1-
ritual and temporal, and Commons; in this pre-
{ent parliament affembled, and by the authority of
the {ame, That the {aid commififioners conftituted ' commit
by the {aid aét of parliament made in the twelfth (%< e
year of the reign of the late Queen Anze, for the
dilcovery of the longitude at fea, and for examin-
ing trying and judging of all propolals experi-
ments and improvements relating to the fame, or
any five or more of them, have full power to hear m receive

' propofals for

- dif '
and receive any propofal or propofals that have i T

been or thall hereafter be made to them for difco- and where

they make ex-

vering the faid longitude at fea; and 1n cale the perimens,

they are to

faid commiilieners, or any five or. more of them, cerify the

fame, and the

fhall be fo far fatished of the probability of any auhors name,.
fuch propofal or difcovery, as to think it proper to ,?‘:iﬂ;:n’f,‘:,"‘;f.
make experiment thereof, they fhall certify the =
fame under their hands and feals to the commif-

fioners of the navy ifor the time being, together

with the perfons mames who fhall be the authors

of fuch-prapofals; and upon producing fuch cer- whoarcro-
tificate, the faid commiilioners of the navy- are bi %?:ﬁ;
hereby authorized and required to make out a bill ™~
or bilf; for any fuch fum or {fums of money not
exceeding two thouland pounds, over and above

the aforefaid fum of two hundred and fifty pounds,

being the remainder of the two thoufand pounds.

mentioned m the faid aét made in the twelfth year

of
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of the reign of the late Queen Anzne, ‘as the faid
commiuflioners for the diicovery of the faid long)-
tude, or any five or more of them, fhall think
neceflary for making any experiments m purfuance
of this a&t, vor either of the faid former alts
above-mentioned, payable by the treafurer of the
tobepsidto navy ; which fum or fums the treafurer of the
making e navy for the time being is hereby required to pay
T immediately to fuch perfon or perfons as ihalr be
appointed [‘;{the commiflioners for the difcovery
of the faid longitude to make thofe experiments,
out of any money that fhall be 1 his the {aid trea-

furer’s hands unapplied for the ufe of the navy.

T e AR ——
T pointed by ‘the [aid aét made in the twelfth year of the

€. 18. 3,000l 7°¢jg o{ ber late Majefly Queen Anne are deceafed ;
may o . - .
«ppiicd o - be 1t therefore enated by the authority aforefaid,

2,001 mﬁ: That the governor of the royal holpital for feamen
<. at Greemwich for the time being, the judge of the
high court of admiralty for the time being, the
{ecretaries of the treafury for the time being, the
fecretary of the admiralty for the time being, and
the comptroller of the navy for the time being,
fhall be, and they are hereby added to and joined
with fuch of the commifiioners appointed by the
faid at for difcovering the longitude, as are fur-
viving ; and the faid perfons hereby appointed
commiflioners fhall and may aét, to all intents and
purpofes, for putting 1n execution the faid former

afts and this prefent aét, as fully and effeétually
- as
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of the reign of the late Queen Anze, as the faid

commiffioners for the dilcovery of the faid longi-
tide, or any five or more of them, fhall think
neceflary for making any experiments in purfuance
of this a&k, vor either of the faid former alts
above-mentioned, payable by the treafurer of the
navy ; which fum or fums the treafurer of the
navy for the time being 1s hereby required to Fay
immediately to {fuch perfon or perfons as fthall be
appointed K'{,thc commiflioners for the dilcovery
of the faid longitude to make thofe experiments,
out of any money that fhall be 1 his the {aid trea-
furer’s hands unapplied for the ufe of the navy.

- 11. And whereas many of the commiffioners ap-
pointed by ‘the [aid aét made in the twelfth year of the
reign ({ ber late Majefly Queen Anne are deceafed ;
be 1t therefore enated by the authority aforefaid,
That the governor of the royal holpital for feamen
at Greenwich for the time being, the judge of the
high court of admiralty for the time being, the
{ecretaries of the treafury for the time being, the
fecretary of the admiralty for the time being, and
the comptroller of the navy for the time being,
fhall be, and they are hereby added to and joined
with fuch of the commifiioners appointed by the
faid at for difcovering the longitude, as are fur-
viving ; and the faid perfons hereby appointed
commiflioners fhall and may aét, to all intents and
purpofes, for putting in execution the faid former

afts and this prefent a&t, as fully and effetually
| as

as if they had been appointed commiffioners by
the faid at made in the twelfth year of the reign
of her late Majefty Queen Anze.



