950

Anno 5° Geo. III. Cap. 20.

An A& for explaining and rendering more
effectual Two Afls, One made in the
Teelfth Year dof the Reign of %elen
Anne, mittuled, An A& for providing
a public Reward for fuch Perfon or
Perfons as fhall difcover the Longitude
at Sea; and the other in the Twventy fixth
Year y the Reign of King George the
Second, intituled, An Aét to render
more effetual an Aét made in the
Twelfth Year of the Reign of Her late
Majefty Queen Aune, intituled, 4z 45
for providing a public Reward for [uch
Perfon or Perfons as [ball difcover the
Longitude at Sea, with ‘regard to the
"making Experiments of Propofals made
for difcovering the Longitude; and to
enla;ge the Number of Commiffions

ers for putting in Execution the faid
Act.

s W HEREAS by two feveral afts made, the
one in the twelfth year of the reign of ber late
Majefty
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Majefly Q\zfeen Anne, intituled An aét for provid-
ing a public reward for fuch perfon or perfons as
fhall difcover the longitude at {ea, and the other
in the twenty fixth year of the reign of bis late Ma-
sefty King George the fecond, intituled An alt to
render more effe€tual an aét made in the twelfth
year of the reign of her late Majefty Queen Anze,
intituled A» aé? for providing a public reward for
Juch perfon or perfons as [ball difcover the longitude
at fea, with regard to the making experiments of
propofals made for dilcovering the longitude, and
to enlarge the number of commiflioners for put-
ting in execution the f{aid alt, zhe commiffioners
named in and conflituted by the [aid alls, were im-
powered to receive propofals for difcovering the [aid
longitude, and make experiments of the fame ; and
whereas by the faid alt of the twelfth of Queen Anne,
it was enalled, That the firft author or authors, di/~
coverer or difcoverersy of a proper method for finding
the [aid longitude within certain diftances, [hould be
intitled to and receive certain rewards therein men-
tioned y  that is to [ay, a reward or [um of ten thou-
fand pounds, if it determines the faid longitude to one
degree of @ great circle, or fixty geographical miles s
fifteen thoufand pounds, if it determines the Jame to
two thirds of that diffance; and twenty thoufand
pounds, if it determines the fame to one half the fame
diffance : and whereas in and by the Jaid all it was
further enatled, That if, wupon trial, any propofal
for difcovering the [aid longitude fhould not prove to
be of [fo great ufe as before mentioned, yet z./; the
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Jame, in the judgement of the [aid commiffioners, or
the major part of them, f[hould be found of confidera-
ble ufe to the public, then the faid author or authors

of fuch propofal [hould receive fuch lefs reward as the
Jaid commiffioners, or the major part of them, fbould
think reafonable : And whereas the [aid commiffioners
bave, from time to time, in purfuance of the powers
vefled in them by the [aid all, received propofals
from Mr. John Harrilon for difcovering the jaid
longitude, by means of certain machines or time keep-
ers invented by him, and have direéted [everal fums
of money to be paid to the faid John Harri{on #o ena-
ble him to finifb his [aid machines or time keepers, or
Jome of them, wupon condition of bhis delivering the
Jame up to and for the ufe of the public : and whereas
the Jaid John Harrilon did, by direétion of the [aid
commiffioners, enter into articles with the commiffioners
of the navy, whereby he agreed, in confideration of
the fums [o advanced to bim, to deliver up the three
Jfeveral machines or time keepers in the faid articles
mentioned : and whereas, upon trial of one other watch
wmachine or time keeper in a voyage to Jamaica, the
major part of the [aid commiffioners did adjudge the
Jame to be of confiderable ufe to the public, and did
accordingly order the payment of the fum of two thou-
Jand five bundred pounds to the [aid John Harrifon,
which fum was to be deemed and taken as part of fuch
of the rewards, in and by the Jaid alt allowed for di/-
covering the faid longitude, as he might become inti-
titled to, and as [uch has been by him received ; and

the Jaid watch or time keeper was to become the pro-
perty
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perty of the public : and whereas upon a further
trial of the faid laff mentioned watch or time keeper,
a (bip has [ailed, by the appointment of the commif-
miffioners for the difcovery of the longitude; from
Portimouth 7z Great Britain, 70 Bridgetown in the
ifland of Barbadoes in the Welt Indies 5 and where-
as, by means c{ the faid watch or time keeper invent-
ed by Mr. John Harron, the faid [bip did not lofe
ir’s lomgitude beyond ten geographical miles : and
whereas the method for finding the longitude at fea,
within balf a degree of a great circle, or thirty geo-
raphical miles, by means jf the faid watch or time
ieper invented by the [aid John Harrifon, may be
made generally pratticable, and of general wutility, if
the principles wpon which the [aid watch or time keeper
is conflructed are fully difcovered and explained, and

other watches or time keepers of the [ame kind can be
made 5 but doubts may arife, whether, by the words of
the [aid alt of the twelfth of Queen Anne, the [aid
commiffioners can direct the payment of the Jaid re-
ward of twenty thoufand pounds to the faid John
Harrifon, upon a difcovery of the principles of the [aid
watch or time keeper, and upon other watches or time
keepers of the fame kind being made : And whereas
great progrefs bas been made towards difcovering the
longitude at fea by a fet of lunar tables ronfirutted
by Tobias Mayer deceafed, late profeffor at Goetingen
in Germany, wpon the principles of gravitation laid
down by fir llaac Newton ; in the confiruttion of
which tables he was confiderably affifled from theorems
furnifbed by profeflor Euler of the univerfity of Ber-

lin:



054 LONGITUDE.

hin: and whereas the faid tables are of confiderable
ufe to the public, and may be further improved, and
made of more general utility : and whereas the widow,
or other reprefentatives of the [aid profeffor Mayer,
are, within the intention of the faid aff, deferving

of a public reward, upon her or their affigning the

property of the Jaid tables to the faid commiffioners.
Jor the ufe of the public 5 and the [aid profeffor Euler
s alfo deferving of an honorary and pecuniary ac-
knowledgement for his ufeful and ingenious labours to-

wards the difcovery of the longitude : And whereas it
15 neceffary that the powers of the faid alt of the
twelfth year of Queen Anne, and alfo of the [aid alt
of the twenty fixth year of King George the [econd,
Sfhould be explained and made effectual, as well for
receiving the difcovery and explanation of the princi-

ples upon which the [aid watch or time keeper is con-
Sfiruéted, and for making trial of other watches or
zime keepers to be made in confequence thereof, and for

paying the [aid reward to the faid John Harrilon,
bis executors adminiftrators or affigns, as for giving

proper rewards to the faid prtzf.e]ar Euler, and to the
widow or reprefentagives of the [aid profeffar Mayer,

and to fuch perfon or perfons as [ball improve the faid

tables of the moon, and make the [ame of more gene-

ral utility 5 and alfo to fuch perfon or perfons as fhall

make other difcoveries or improvements ufeful to na-

vigation : May it therefore pleafe your Majefly, that

it may be enalled ; and be i1t enaS{ed by the King’s

moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and

confent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and

Commons,



V. GEO. III. cap. 20. 055

Commons, 1n this prefent parliament aflembled, and

by the authority of the fame, That one moiety of (25" © be
the greateft reward which 1s dire€ted in and by [ revas
the faid aét made in the twelfth year of the reign #erim
of Queen Anne, to be paid to ie firft author or
authors, difcoverer or diicoverers, of a proper me-

thod for finding the faid longitude at fea, fhall be

paid to the {faxd ‘fobn Harrifon, his executors ad-
. upon his di{.

miniftrators or afligns, when and fo foon as the covering the
Erlnmples upon which his faid watch or time Rt ™
eeper 1s conftrutted are fully difcovered and ex- siiuine e

erty of

plained to the {atisfation of the faid commiffion- &%y of

ers for the dilcovery of the longitude, or the & i, ™
major part of them ; and when and fo {oon as the

{aid fobn Harrifon hath afligned to the faid com-
miffioners, for the ufe of the public, the proper-
ty of the three feveral time keepers, wﬂicE n
and by the faid articles he agreed to deliver up,

and allo the property of the faid laft mentioned

watch or time keeper, deduting from and out of dvdting
the faid moiety, {0 to be paid to the faid ¥~ dy advanced,
Harrifon, his executors adminiftrators or afligns,

the fum of two thoufand five hundred pounds al-

ready advanced and paid to him; and that the =4 othe

10,000/, to be

other moiety of the faid greateft reward men- pd when

other ume

tioned in the faid aét fhall, when and fo foon as keepersare

made, and

other time keepers of the fame kind fhall be made, proved ioke
and fhall, upon trial, be found to be of a fuffi- comeat. °
cient corretnefs to determine the faid longitude
within half a degree of a great circle, or thirty

geographical miles, to the fatusfaétion of the faid
com-
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commiflioners, or the major part of them, be paid
to the faid Fobn Harrifon, his executors admini-
| ftrators or alligns.

oo 1L Provided always, and be it enaéted by the

i month authority aforefaid, That the faid mafter fobn Har-
ri/on {hall not be intitled, by virtue of any thing
contained 1n this aét, to the faid reward, or any
part thereof, unlefs the difcovery and explanation
of the principles upon which his {faid time keeper
is conftruéted, fhall be made within {ix months af-
ter the paffing of this alt.

390k o 0¢ I1I. And be it further enaéted by the authority

paid to pro- :

llor Edlers  aforefaid, That a reward or fum of money, not
exceeding three hundred pounds in the whole,

fhall be paid to the faid profeflor Ezuler.
md ecol® TV, And be it further enaéted by the authority

the widow of

profeflor M- g forefaid, That a reward or fum of money, not

er, upon ai-

Fg;‘;;‘ﬁ;‘;‘;hi, exceeding three thoufand pounds in the whole,

et Ms. 1 fhal] be paid to the widow or other reprefenta-
tives of the faid profeflor Mayer, upon her or their
afligning the property of the fet of the lateft ma-
nufcript lunar tables, conftruéted by the faid Zo-
bias Mayer, to the {aid commflioners, to and for

the ufe of the public.
secokpro- W7 And be 1t further enalted by the authority

poled to any

who mallim- aforefaid, That any reward or rewards, fum or

prove the faid

ales, — fums of money, not exceeding in the whole the
fum of five thoufand pounds, fhall and may be
paid to fuch perfon or perfons as fhall improve the
ormakeany fo1d tables of the Moon ; or that fhall make any

dilcovery or

mprovement_ difcovery or difcoveries, improvement or improve-

ufetul to navi-

gmon. mcn ts,
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ments, ufeful to navigation: which faid reward or
rewards, fum or fums of money, fhall and may
be paid to fuch perfon or perfons, and in {uch pro-
portion or proportions, as the faild commiflioners
fhall, from time to time, think proper and direét.

VI. And be 1t further enaéted by the authority :» =t =
aforefaid, That all the claufes powers authorities 2 ¢« >
matters and things contained in any or either of ™
the faid two aéts, made in the twelfth year of the
reign of Queen Zzze, and 1 the twenty fixth year
of the reign of King George the {econd, not aKcr-
ed by this aét, fhall continue in full force, and ex-
tend, and be conftrued to extend, to this a&t, as
fully and amply as if again repeated and re-enalt-
ed in the body of this prefent aét: And that all Rewadsof
and every the reward or rewards, fum or fums of cerificd by

the commif-

money, by this alt granted and' allowed, fhall, fionersior thc

. . longitude to
from time to time, be certified under the hands the commit-

and feals of the faid commiffioners for the difco- .
very of thelongitude, to the commiflioners of the
navy for the time being: and the commiffioners
of the navy for the time:being fhall make out a
bill or bills for the {fum or fums centained in the
faid certificate or certificates, payable by the trea-
{furer of the navy: and {uch fum or fums of mo-
ney the {aid treafurer of the navy 1s hereby re-
quired to pay immediately to the perfon or per-
{fons mentioned in the faid certificate or cerufi-
cates, out of any money that fhall be in his hands
unapplied for the ufe of the navy, in {uch and the

{fame manner, and according to the {fame rules and
direétions
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direltions as are prefcribed in and by the faid twe
recited ats, or either of them, with regard to
any reward or rewards, fum or fums of money,
allowed to be given and paid in and by the {aid
alls, or either of them.

Rewardex- V]I, Provided always, That all and every fuch

eceding roool.

47 reward or fum of money that fhall exceed the fum

iyof the — of one thoufand pounds, fhall be certified under

commifiion-

ers under - the hands and feals of the faid commiflioners, or

fve, the major part of them; but in cafe fuch reward
or fum of money fhall not exceed the fum of one
thoufand pounds, then, and in that cafe, it fhall
and may be certified under the hands and feals of
the faid commiffioners, or any five or more of
them.

commifiones  VIII. And be 1t further enalted by the autho-
rde may - rity aforefaid, That it thall and may be lawful to
and for the faid commiffioners for the difcovery of
the longitude, or the major part of them, and
they are hereby authorized and impowered, for
their better fatisfaétion, 1f they fhall {ee occafion,
to adminifter an oath or oaths to fuch perfon or
perfons as they fhall think proper for the purpofes
of carrying this aét into execution; which oath or
oaths it fhall and may be lawful to and for any
two or more of the fZid commiflioners to admini-
{ter accordingly.
IX. And whereas, fince the paffing of the [aid alf
of the twelfth of Queen Anne, another profefforfhip
for the purpofe of afironemy has been dia&]i/fés’ in the

univerfity of Cambridge; be 1t therefore enalted,
That
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That the Lowndes’s profeflor of aftronomy in the ‘onders
univerfity of Cambridge for the ime being thall be, Z7m> ™
and he 1s hereby added to and joined with the madespint
commiffioners appointed by the faid aét of the forthelongi-
twelfth of Queen Au7ze, and by another pafled in
the twenty f{ixth year of King George the {econd ;
and the faid profeflor of aftronomy i1s hereby ap-
pointed a commiflioner, and fhall and may aét, to
all intents and purpofes, for putting in execution
the faid aéts and this prefent aét, as fully and ef-
fetually as if he had been appointed a commii-
fioner by the faid ats of the twelfth of Queen
Anne, and of the twenty fixth of King George the
{fecond, or either of them.
X. And whereas the publication of Nautical Alma-
nacks conftrulted by proper perfons, under the direc-
tion of the [aid commilfioners, would greatly contri-
bute to make the [aid lunar tables more generally ufe-
ful; be it turther enalted by the authority afore-
faid, That 1t fthall and may be lawful to and for Bobleaston of

the faid commiflioners to caufe {fuch Nautical Alma- Nauic A

nacks, or other ufeful tables, to be conftruéted; Igommens-
and to print publith and vend, or caule to be
printed publithed and vended, any Nautical Alma-
nack or Almanacks, or other ufeful table or tables,
which they, or the major part of them, fhall from
time to time judge neceflary and ufeful n order to
facilitate the method of difcovering the longitude
at {fea; any law, ftatute, exclufive privilege, pri-
vate charter, or other cuftom, to the contrary

thereof notwithftanding.
XI.. And
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Nonetoprint ' XT.: And be it enalted by the authority aforc-
wbe licenleds fa3d. "Fhat no perfon or perions thall print publiih
or vend, or caufe to be printed publithed or vend-
ed, any Nautical Almanack or Almanacks, ar other
table or tables conftruéted under the direétion of
the faid commiflioners, without being firft licenfed
by the faird commiflioners, or the major part of
tl{er_n-. And if any perfon or pe]:foﬂs }ot fo licenfed,
or not being authorized by the perion or perions
lo licenf_ed;,bchmﬂUﬁ‘ers, liraﬁrint
publifh or vend, or caufe to be printed publithed
or vended, any fuch Nautical Almanack or Alma-
ander penaliy nacks, or other table or tables, every fuch perfon

cvery copy. or perfons fhall, for every copy of fuch Nautical
Almanack or table fo printed publithed or vended,
forfeit and pay the fum of twenty pounds; to be
recovered by action of debt bill plamt or informa«
tion in any of his Majefty’s courts of record at
Weftminfler ; ar:d that one moiety of fuch penalty
and forfeiture fhall be to his Majefty his heirs and
{fucceflors, and the other moiety to him or them

that fhall profecute inform or fue for the fame.

Anno



